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Gathering: The Holy Spirit Gathers Us in Worship 
 

Prelude 
"Bethlehem, of Noblest Cities" from Johann Thomnen's "Christenschatz, 
1745”. Public domain.  
 
Welcome 
Good morning and welcome to worship at Emmanuel Lutheran Church! You 
can find bulletins and information on how to give online at elcvienna.org. 
Here in person, you will find hymnals, Bibles, prayer cards, offering envelopes, 
and a QR code for offerings in the pew holders. Our liturgy is projected on the 
walls for you. We have large-print bulletins and hearing assistance devices 
available. Inquire about those with our ushers in the back. We invite 
newcomers to stop by our welcome table just outside the sanctuary after 
worship. 
 
Invocation 
Pastor: In this holy season after the Epiphany, we are gathered in the name of 
the Father, ☩ the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
All: Amen. 
 
Gathering Hymn 
Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness  
ELW 843 
 
1 Praise the One who breaks the darkness 
 with a liberating light; 
 praise the One who frees the pris'ners, 
 turning blindness into sight. 
 Praise the One who preached the gospel, 
 healing ev'ry dread disease, 
 calming storms and feeding thousands 
 with the very bread of peace. 
 
2 Praise the One who blessed the children 
 with a strong yet gentle word; 
 praise the One who drove out demons 
 with a piercing, two-edged sword. 
 Praise the One who brings cool water 
 to the desert's burning sand; 
 from this well comes living water 
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 quenching thirst in ev'ry land. 
 
3 Praise the one true love incarnate: 
 Christ, who suffered in our place; 
 Jesus died and rose for many  
 that we may know God by grace. 
 Let us sing for joy and gladness,  
 seeing what our God has done. 
 Praise the one redeeming glory;  
 praise the One who makes us one. 
 
Text: Rusty Edwards, b. 1955. One License 01102. 
 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 
Pastor: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s 
mercy and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.  We pray… 
  
Pastor: Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty, you are the river of life: 
you are the everlasting wellspring. Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers 
and streams. Honor to you for cloud and rain, for dew and snow. Your waters 
are below us, around us, and above us. You are the fountain of life and the 
resurrection. 
All: Thanks be to God! 
  
Pastor:  Praise to you for your saving waters: Noah and the animals survive the 
flood and Hagar discovers your well. The Israelites escape through the sea, 
and they drink from your gushing rock. Naaman washes his leprosy away, 
and the Samaritan woman will never be thirsty again. Praise to you for the 
water of baptism and for your Word that saves us in this sacrament. 
All: Thanks be to God! 
  
Pastor: Breathe your Spirit into all who are gathered here and into all creation. 
You wash away the sin within us, and drown the evil around us. Satisfy all our 
thirst with your living water, Jesus Christ, our Savior, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
All: Amen. 
  
Hymn of Praise 
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty 
ELW 413, v. 1 & 4 
 
1 Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty! 
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 Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee. 
 Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 
 God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 
 
4 Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
 All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea. 
 Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 
 God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 
 
Text: Reginald Heber, 1783-1826, alt. Public domain. 
 
 

Word: God Speaks to Us in Scriptures and Prayer 
 
Isaiah 58:1-12 
Reader: A reading from the Prophet Isaiah, chapter 58. 
 
Reader: 
 1 Shout out; do not hold back! 
  Lift up your voice like a trumpet! 
 Announce to my people their rebellion, 
  to the house of Jacob their sins. 
 2 Yet day after day they seek me 
  and delight to know my ways, 
 as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness 
  and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; 
 they ask of me righteous judgments; 
  they want God on their side. 
 3 “Why do we fast, but you do not see? 
  Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” 
 Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day 
  and oppress all your workers. 
 4 You fast only to quarrel and to fight 
  and to strike with a wicked fist. 
 Such fasting as you do today 
  will not make your voice heard on high. 
 5 Is such the fast that I choose, 
  a day to humble oneself? 
 Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush 
  and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? 
 Will you call this a fast, 
  a day acceptable to the LORD? 



 

5 

 

 6 Is not this the fast that I choose: 
  to loose the bonds of injustice, 
  to undo the straps of the yoke, 
 to let the oppressed go free, 
  and to break every yoke? 
 7 Is it not to share your bread with the hungry 
  and bring the homeless poor into your house; 
 when you see the naked, to cover them 
  and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 
 8 Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 
  and your healing shall spring up quickly; 
 your vindicator shall go before you; 
  the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 
 9a Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; 
  you shall cry for help, and he will say, “Here I am.” 
 9b If you remove the yoke from among you, 
  the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 
 10 if you offer your food to the hungry 
  and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, 
 then your light shall rise in the darkness 
  and your gloom be like the noonday. 
 11 The LORD will guide you continually 
  and satisfy your needs in parched places 
  and make your bones strong, 
 and you shall be like a watered garden, 
  like a spring of water 
  whose waters never fail. 
 12 Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; 
  you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; 
 you shall be called the repairer of the breach, 
  the restorer of streets to live in. 
 
Reader: Word of God. Word of life. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 112:1-8 
Reader: We will read from Psalm 112 responsively, verse by verse.  
 
Reader: 
Praise the Lord! 
    Happy are those who fear the Lord, 
    who greatly delight in his commandments. 
Their descendants will be mighty in the land; 
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    the generation of the upright will be blessed. 
Wealth and riches are in their houses, 
    and their righteousness endures for ever. 
They rise in the darkness as a light for the upright; 
    they are gracious, merciful, and righteous. 
It is well with those who deal generously and lend, 
    who conduct their affairs with justice. 
For the righteous will never be moved; 
    they will be remembered for ever. 
They are not afraid of evil tidings; 
    their hearts are firm, secure in the Lord. 
Their hearts are steady, they will not be afraid; 
    in the end they will look in triumph on their foes. 
 
Reader: Word of God. Word of life. 
All: Thanks be to God.  
 
1 Corinthians 2:1-16 
Reader: A reading from Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians, chapter 2. 
 
Reader: 
1 When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the 
testimony of God to you with superior speech or wisdom. 2 For I decided to 
know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3 And I came 
to you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling. 4 My speech and my 
proclamation were made not with persuasive words of wisdom but with a 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 so that your faith might rest not on 
human wisdom but on the power of God. 
  6 Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of 
this age or of the rulers of this age, who are being destroyed. 7 But we speak 
God’s wisdom, a hidden mystery, which God decreed before the ages for our 
glory 8 and which none of the rulers of this age understood, for if they had, 
they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9 But, as it is written,  
 “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, 
  nor the human heart conceived, 
 what God has prepared for those who love him”— 
10 God has revealed to us through the Spirit, for the Spirit searches everything, 
even the depths of God. 11 For what human knows what is truly human except 
the human spirit that is within? So also no one comprehends what is truly 
God’s except the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have received not the spirit of the 
world but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand the gifts 
bestowed on us by God. 13 And we speak of these things in words not taught 
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by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual things to 
those who are spiritual. 
 
Reader: Word of God. Word of life. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Children's Message 
Children are invited forward for a message just for them! Following the 
children's message, Children are invited to Bible storytelling time in the 
chapel and will return to the sanctuary after the message. 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
Christ Be Our Light 
ELW 715, refrain 
 
Refrain 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in our hearts. 
Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in your church gathered today. 
 
Text: Bernadette Farrell, b. 1957. One License 80229.  
 
Matthew 5:13-20 
Pastor: The good news of Jesus Christ, according to the gospel of Saint 
Matthew, the fifth chapter.  
All: Glory to you, O Lord! 
 
Pastor: 
[Jesus said:] 13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how 
can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything but is thrown 
out and trampled under foot. 
  14 “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 15 People 
do not light a lamp and put it under the bushel basket; rather, they put it on 
the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the same way, let your 
light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give 
glory to your Father in heaven. 
  17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have 
come not to abolish but to fulfill. 18 For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth 
pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law 
until all is accomplished. 19 Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these 
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commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the 
kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be called 
great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness 
exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of 
heaven.” 
 
Pastor: The gospel of the Lord! 
All: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 
Message 
“Shining God’s Light” based upon Matthew 5 by Pastor Lydia Posselt  
 
Hymn of the Day 
Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service  
ELW 712 
 
1 Lord, whose love in humble service 
 bore the weight of human need, 
 who upon the cross, forsaken, 
 worked your mercy's perfect deed: 
 we, your servants, bring the worship 
 not of voice alone, but heart; 
 consecrating to your purpose 
 ev'ry gift which you impart. 
 
2 Still your children wander homeless; 
 still the hungry cry for bread; 
 still the captives long for freedom; 
 still in grief we mourn our dead. 
 As you, Lord, in deep compassion 
 healed the sick and freed the soul, 
 by your Spirit send your power 
 to our world to make it whole. 
 
3 As we worship, grant us vision, 
 till your love's revealing light 
 in its height and depth and greatness 
 dawns upon our quickened sight, 
 making known the needs and burdens 
 your compassion bids us bear, 
 stirring us to ardent service, 
 your abundant life to share. 
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4 Called by worship to your service, 
 forth in your dear name we go, 
 to the child, the youth, the aged,  
 love in living deeds to show; 
 hope and health, good will and comfort, 
 counsel, aid and peace we give, 
 that your servants, Lord, in freedom 
 may your mercy know and live. 
 
Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984. One License 10266. 
 
The Apostles’ Creed 
Leader: We confess our common faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
 
All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.    

 
Prayers of Intercession  
Leader: With wonder and thanksgiving for Christ’s coming into the world, we 
pray for the church, the life of the earth, and the whole human family. 
 
Leader:  Revealing God, guide the whole church with your wisdom. Nurture 
understanding around the globe, especially in places of ethnic and religious 
strife. God of grace, 
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All: hear our prayer. 
 
Leader: Creating God, restore your glory to the earth. Guide us to treasure the 
rich variety of animals and plants that share the world with us, especially 
those that are endangered. God of grace, 
All: hear our prayer. 
 
Leader: Righteous God, bring the nations into the way of justice and peace. 
Strengthen those who work for human rights, equality, and the protection of 
the most vulnerable. God of grace, 
All: hear our prayer. 
 
Leader: Delivering God, help those who are in need. We pray for… God of 
grace, 
All: hear our prayer. 
 
Leader: Redeeming God, reveal your promise by the witness of the lives of 
those who died trusting in you. Guide us by their example until we are 
gathered with them into your eternal presence. God of grace, 
All: hear our prayer. 
 
Leader: Pondering the mystery of eternal love made flesh in Christ Jesus, we 
commend all for whom we pray to the mercy of God. 
All: Amen. 
 
Peace 
Leader: May the peace of the Risen Lord be with you always! 
All: And also with you. 
 
Leader: Let us share signs of peace. 
 
Offering 
Offerings in support of our mission and ministry can be made at 
elcvienna.org/give or mailed to the church. Offering envelopes and QR codes 
are in the pew holders. Ushers will take the offering in person. Every gift 
matters–thank you! 
 
Choir Offertory 
"Let Your Light Shine! By Craig Courtney. One License 87511. 

 
 

Meal: Jesus Gives Us Forgiveness and Life 

http://www.elcvienna.org/give
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Dialogue 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 
  
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Preface 
Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; 
in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; 
and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
Sanctus 
Holy, Holy, Holy          
S108, setting one 
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One License # 97137 
 
Holy Communion Words of Institution 
Pastor: We remember that in the night in which he was betrayed, Jesus took 
bread, broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying, “Take and eat. This is my 
body given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”   
  
Pastor: And again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 
and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray… 
 
All: Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
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For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
Pastor: The gifts of God for the people of God!  Come all are welcome! 
All: Thanks be to God! 
 
Communion Instructions 
All are invited to come forward to receive communion or a blessing. Wafers 
will be dipped in wine and handed to you. If you prefer a wafer without wine, 
please let us know.  Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. We have 
goldfish and a blessing for our non-communing children. You are also 
welcome to pray at the communion rail after you have been communed. 
 
Agnus Dei 
Lamb of God         
ELW S112, setting one  

 
 
OneLicense # AF2019242 
 
Communion Music 
"Slane", arr. Anne Krentz Organ. One License AF2020078. 
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Sending: The Holy Spirit Leads Us in Mission to the World 
 
Invitation to Ministry  
As the Spirit leads us out into mission in the world, we invite you to join us in 
our ministries.  We invite our newcomers to stop by the welcome table just 
outside the sanctuary to connect and learn more about the work of our 
congregation. 
 
Blessing 
Pastor: May God ☩ the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit bless, strengthen, and 
uphold always. 
All: Amen. 
 
Sending Hymn 
Canticle of the Turning  
ELW 723 
 
1 My soul cries out with a joyful shout 
 that the God of my heart is great, 
 and my spirit sings of the wondrous things 
 that you bring to the ones who wait. 
 You fixed your sight on your servant's plight, 
 and my weakness you did not spurn,  
 so from east to west shall my name be blest. 
 Could the world be about to turn? 
 
Refrain 
 My heart shall sing of the day you bring. 
 Let the fires of your justice burn. 
 Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, 
 and the world is about to turn. 
 
2 Though I am small, my God, my all, 
 you work great things in me, 
 and your mercy will last from the depths of the past 
 to the end of the age to be. 
 Your very name puts the proud to shame, 
 and to those who would for you yearn, 
 you will show your might, put the strong to flight, 
 for the world is about to turn.  Refrain 
 
3 From the halls of pow'r to the fortress tow'r, 
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 not a stone will be left on stone. 
 Let the king beware for your justice tears 
 ev'ry tyrant from his throne. 
 The hungry poor shall weep no more, 
 for the food they can never earn; 
 there are tables spread, ev'ry mouth be fed, 
 for the world is about to turn.  Refrain 
 
4 Though the nations rage from age to age, 
 we remember who holds us fast: 
 God's mercy must deliver us  
 from the conqueror's crushing grasp. 
 This saving word that our forebears heard 
 is the promise which holds us bound, 
 till the spear and rod can be crushed by God, 
 who is turning the world around.  Refrain 
 
Text: Rory Cooney, b. 1952, based on the Magnificat. One License 00762. 
 
Sending 
Leader: Let us go in peace and serve the Lord! 
All: Thanks be to God! 
 
Postlude 
"Joy" by Colin Mawby. One License 19634. 
 
 

Thank you so much for worshipping with us! 
 
 

Our Mission and Vision 
Our mission is to nurture, grow, and share our Christian faith as Lutherans in a 
multicultural world. We envision Emmanuel Lutheran Church as a 
welcoming, vibrant, growing, and faith-filled Christian community whose 
participants generously share their time, talents, and resources in a changing 
world. 
 
Our Welcome Statement 
Emmanuel Lutheran Church welcomes all who are seeking God's love and 
grace. We welcome and affirm full participation by all because God welcomes 
all, regardless of race, culture, national origin, citizenship status, sexual 
orientation, gender identity or expression, relationship or socio-economic 
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status, addictions, physical or mental health, disability, imprisonment, age, or 
other circumstances. OUR UNITY IS IN CHRIST. 
 
Land Acknowledgement 
Emmanuel Lutheran Church gathers upon the ancestral lands of the 
Manahoac people.  Find out more about the Manahoac at 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manahoac. 
 
Copyrights 
Our copyright licenses for liturgies, music, and streaming include, but are not 
limited to CCLI #1653917, OneLicense.net #A-729234, Augsburg Fortress 
SAS000364, and Christian Copyright Solutions #10339.  All rights reserved. 
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